Age-related neurodegenerative diseases are great challenges as the aging population grows. To promote neurodegeneration research and to share recent progress in understanding molecular mechanisms underlying these devastating diseases, the journal Molecular Neurodegeneration and The objectives of this meeting were to (1) promote cutting-edge neurodegeneration research in China and in neighboring Asian countries; (2) facilitate the exchange of information relevant to neurodegenerative research; (3) provide education opportunity for students, postdocs and physicians; and (4) provide a platform for investigators at different career levels to interact and network, and to foster collaborations at the international levels. About 100 investigators presented their recent discoveries with a wide range of scopes of neurodegeneration research, including new genes, molecular pathways, animal models, and potential therapeutics.
Introduction
As life expectancy continues to increase and a growing number of people enter the aged population, neurodegenerative diseases have increasingly become a major problem for which treatments are critically needed. Although much progress has been made in the past 20 years on understanding the mechanisms of neurodegenerative diseases and on developing novel therapeutic strategies, most of these achievements are from the United Stated and European countries. Neurodegeneration research in Asian countries, most of which are very populated and also suffered severely with the spread of neurodegenerative diseases, is lagged far behind. The 2009 International Conference on Molecular Neurodegeneration is designed to bridge this gap. The major aim of this meeting is to pro-vide a unique platform for Asian researchers and scientists from Western countries to exchange information and ideas, to share their most recent research advances, and to establish future collaborations in neurodegeneration studies. More than 20 world-renowned scientists, including Dr. Aaron Ciechanover, a 2004 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry for his discovery of the ubiquitin system, and Dr. Steven Heinemann, a member of the US National Academy of Sciences, presented their research progress in the meeting. In addition, researchers from Asian countries, including China (Mainland, Hong Kong, and Taiwan), Japan, and South Korea, also presented their work in short talk and poster sessions. • Yingying Le (Institute for Nutritional Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences): "Activation of β-adrenergic receptor on microglia promotes uptake and clearance of Alzheimer's disease-associated amyloid β peptide"
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• Wandong Zhang (National Research Council of Canada): "ABCG2 is up-regulated in Alzheimer's brain with cerebral amyloid angiopathy and acts as a gatekeeper at the blood-brain barrier for Aβ peptides"
Session IV, V & Short Talk Session II Chair: Sam Sisodia (University of Chicago)
Keynote Address-Steve Heinemann (Salk Institute): "New approaches to understanding Alzheimer's disease" Session IV: Functions of APP and its processing products 
